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Cover Photo 
 

Old School House at Hwy 2 & Highland School Rd SE (J Rd). 
About 12 miles west of Coulee City. 

GPS: 47.598191 -119.533606 

Announcements & Tid Bits 

A UMCI Member Directory is in the works.   
Please complete the membership form on page 12. 

April 24th -25th, Spring Banquet - Connell WA 

July 20-22, UMCI International @ Kamiah, ID - Please Register Early  
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 Hi everyone! I hope that this winter’s blast has not got you down and you’re at least getting pre-
pared to ride. I don’t think the west side of Washington and Oregon has seen this much snow and 
super cold, especially in February.  

Well, if you read the Wash this month, which I hope that you read it every month, I placed a regis-
tration form for the Spring Banquet. I’m acting on the real positive side and hoping we’ll have our 
banquet this year.  

All of Washington State is now in Phase 2.  Restaurants can now open at 25% capacity and hope-
fully, reach 100% by April. Covid cases are slowing down, in Othello, that is a real positive thing in 
my opinion.  

Please remember that the Spring Banquet is for all UMCI members, not just Washington. Would 
love to see all of you attend.  Also, if you weren’t aware, you can visit the  UMCI International 
website, to access all the newsletters by area; very good reading and informative as well. The reg-
istration for the International is in the Idaho State newsletter now and will be in Oregon and 
Washington this month.  

I am so looking forward to things getting back to normal. It’s been so long that we have seen some 
type of normal, I’m not sure I know what normal even is. I’m looking forward to the time we can 
just ride, see our friends and attend our rallies. I think I miss the friendships the most.  

I’ve been having a little trouble with my heart staying out of AFib, the last month, so I saw my 
heart doctor yesterday and he changed my medication in hopes that it will regulate itself.  We will 
see. I asked him if there was any danger of me riding and he just said we will watch and see what 
the new meds do. I am sharing this with you because I consider you all friends and if I can’t ride 
any longer I plan on staying close to all of you one way or another. That is a worst case scenario, I 
hope that will not be the case.  

I would like someone from the Medicine Hat UMCI to contact me by phone or by e-mail so we can 
reconnect with you. I know travel between the States and Canada is really hard now but we can 
still stay connected.  

Keep healthy everyone and God Bless all of you.  

Kevin and Kevi  

International Rep’s Comments! 
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2021 - Events On The Horizon 
Washington, Idaho & Oregon 

August    Coos Bay Campout - Location & Date TBD 

Jul 29-Aug 1, North Cascades Campout - Loup Loup Pass, Hwy 20, WA  
Location: Loup Loup Campground (Map), Register upon arrival. 

Dennis Parsley: dparsley63@gmail.com    

Jun 3-5, Washington Alpine Campout - Alpine RV Park (No RV’s/Trailers) 

60751 Hwy 20, Marblemount, WA (Map), Duane Wood, 360-766-6603 

 

Apr 24-25, Spring Banquet @ Michael Jay’s Restaurant, Connell WA 
Kevin Besel, email: kbesel52@gmail.com  Important - See Flyer 

Jul 20-22, UMCI International - KOA @ Kamiah, ID (Map)  

Larry Phelps, email: spanky51@cableone.net, Please Reserve Early  

Jun 24-26, Washington State Rally - Hidden Village RV, Lynden WA 
David Fitzgerald, email: route66@outlook.com 

Sep 4-7, Oregon State Rally - Tygh Valley, Wasco County Fairgrounds 
81849 Fairgrounds Rd,  Ben Altman, email: ben.altman47@gmail.com  

Sep 25-26, Season Finale, Location TBD 

Preliminary Listings and Dates 

 

UMCI Newsletter of Washington State 

Volume 8, Issue 03 March 2021 

The WASH 

New 
Date 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/48%C2%B023'48.3%22N+119%C2%B054'04.8%22W/@48.3967585,-119.9035277,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d48.396755!4d-119.901339
mailto:dparsley63@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Alpine+RV+Park/@48.550464,-121.425185,15z/data=!4m8!3m7!1s0x0:0x1dabec7e194bc77f!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d48.550464!4d-121.425185
mailto:kbesel52@gmail.com
https://koa.com/campgrounds/kamiah/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Kamiah+%2F+Clearwater+River+KOA+Journey/@46.2126517,-116.0247597,14.25z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x54a08590f310f481:0xd385537cb7c59dc0!8m2!3d46.2126586!4d-116.0043058
mailto:spanky51@cableone.net
mailto:route66@outlook.com
mailto:ben.altman47@gmail.com
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All you UMCI old timers who remember and were close to Ned and Esther Akerman, 
here's the deal for you. We won this bowl, hand made by Esther, as a door prize at a 
rally. Barb is jumping on Spring Cleaning right now and among other things, we need 
to pass this bowl on to someone who will appreciate it and would enjoy having a  
memento created by Esther.  

Just let me know, I'll ship it but perhaps, just maybe ask you to pay the shipping. 
Other than that it's free.     Contact:  Tom Wells, 509-995-5747. 
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Is it for you? 
There are many reasons why people gravitate toward owning 
a sidecar or trike, but even if you don't plan to own one in 
your life, you might enjoy devoting a weekend to taking the 
Sidecar and Trike Education Program (S/TEP) provided by the 
Evergreen Safety Council. 
Driving a three wheel outfit is apples to oranges when it 
comes to riding a motorcycle. Washington State has been 
very progressive in the last few years with instituting a sidecar 
and trike training program and changing laws concerning 3 
wheel endorsements. The efforts of David Hough, who wrote 
the original training curriculum – and Dave Wendell, who 
pushed recent legislation through Olympia, have put Wash-
ington at the front of the 50 states for being the most advanced in laws and available training (some 
of which will be subsidized by the state beginning 2003). 
 
First though, let's look at 10 reasons why people take sidecar and trike training: 
 

Curiosity: Many motorcyclists are curious about these three wheel beasts. Most don't know if 
they'd enjoy a sidecar or trike. The training program allows participants to experience both. 

 
"It's 3 wheels or nothing" the wife says: For my money, it's more fun being a passenger in a side-
car, than on the back of a motorcycle. 

 
Improved visibility: Sidecars and trikes, being larger overall – especially in width –  are more like-
ly to be seen by oncoming drivers. 

 
"My 80 year old mother who used to ride motorcycles, wants to take my 98 year old grandmoth-
er out for a ride." This indeed is a documented case. 
 
Your pet wants a ride: Is it time to take your dog, cat, anaconda, or otherwise out for rides? 

Sidecar and Trike Training 
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Storage Boom: Do you need more storage than what you're able to get with bags on your mo-
torcycle? Three wheelers often provide far more storage capacity. Some people even add trailers 
to them. 

 
Stability: Three wheelers have superior handling ability in rain, sleet and snow. Don't even think 
about taking a two wheel street bike into snowy conditions. 

 
More passenger load: With a sidecar rig, you can put three, sometimes even four people on the 
bike and rig making it a great family cruiser. Imagine heading out to Leavenworth over Stevens 
Pass in a sidecar rig, instead of that four wheel fishbowl in your driveway. 

 
Ready for a refresher: Many of the basic principals of safe motorcycling are covered in the S/TEP 
class. Safe braking, cornering, weaving, and swerving are all here along with a lot of standards 
taught classroom side. 

 
A look at the program 
 
Currently the Evergreen Safety Council provides the Sidecar/
Trike Education Program about every 60 days. You will be giv-
ing up an entire Saturday and Sunday to take the program and 
if you pass you'll receive a certificate of completion. 

Classes begin in the Classroom at ESC in Seattle on Saturday 
morning. Here you'll go through many of the basics of motor-
cycling. If you already ride, some of this will seem a bit tedious 
to you, but keep your eyes and ears open because something 
may come up that you have otherwise allowed to slip in your riding style. Are you looking through 
your corners? Keeping three seconds between you and the vehicle in front of you? Getting your brak-
ing done before you reach turns these days? 

In the afternoon it's off to the range for an afternoon of riding. Again there are a lot of similarities to 
the exercises taught in the 2 wheel novice course. The difference is that you're doing them on 3 
wheels, and if you're working with a sidecar you have another student as a passenger for ballast. 
Starting, braking, cornering, weaving, and more are covered in this afternoon that features 11 exer-
cises in all. You'll soon realize the level of upper body strength required to operate the 3 wheelers. 

Sidecar and Trike Training... 
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Sunday morning you're back in class. Here both general technique and technique specific to sidecars 
and trikes, are covered. You'll learn to understand what tip-over lines are and how to keep the unit 
on three wheels. Hypothermia, heat stroke, and the effects of alcohol are also packed into this long 
morning. At the end of the classroom session you're given the written portion of the testing. 

Sunday afternoon, you grab a bite to eat and you're back to the range. Today will be different. Any-
one operating a sidecar will not have a passenger for ballast and thus the handling of the rig becomes 
different. A skidding stop (something everyone should practice at least yearly) emergency swerving, 
braking, stopping in turns, and other exercises follow today. At the end of the training you are 
offered two additional exercises that involve "flying the hack" which otherwise means to lift the side-
car off it's wheel and drive in a circle and straight on two wheels. These two exercises are optional 
and are not required to pass the class. When making a right hand turn with a hack, it's possible it can 
come up if you lean to the left and enter the turn with a bit of inertia, so it's a good idea to feel what 
this is like in a closed class situation. 

This is not an easy class and about half the participants in my session failed the written test (which 
they can come back and re-take at no additional charge). Everyone passed the moving exam. As with 
most vehicle testing, you must score higher than 80 on both the written and moving tests. 

David Hough's curriculum is first-rate, teaching participants the basics with well-written text, illustra-
tions, photographs, and exercises. The Evergreen instructors administered the class well, were side-
car lovers themselves, and the passion for riding and teaching others showed. 

I may never own a sidecar or trike, but I'm glad I gave up a weekend to learn how to drive one in case 
I decide to tinker with one later on. I'm also glad I got a basic refresher on motorcycling, which is 
something we all can benefit from about every other year. 

Sidecar and Trike Training... 
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Date ____________ 

First Name _________________________  Last Name _________________________________________ 

Navigator __________________________  Last Name _________________________________________  

Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City ______________________  State/Province ___________________  Zip/Postal Code ____________  

Email-1 ____________________________________  Email-2 ___________________________________ 

Tel-1 ______________________________________  Tel-2 _____________________________________ 

Birthday-1 _________________________________  Birthday-2 _________________________________ 

UMCI Membership Directory 

A directory of UMCI members is under construction.  Your assistance is important.  
Please complete this form and direct to:    
 
    Kevin Besel,  PO Box 190, Connell WA 99326-0190  or  kbesel52@gmail.com 
 
Optionally, you may download a fillable version of this form, suitable for emailing.    

mailto:kbesel52@gmail.com
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Ar8LZ4W49xNnmF4OxnTiN17O0eEP?e=UuppG5
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For Sale 
2002 Honda GL1800 Goldwing 

2008 Suzuki 650 V-Strom 

Contact: Doris @ 503-913-4834  

32,435 Miles, Helmets with Headphones  

$7100.00 

29,000 Miles & Top Trunk  

$3600.00 
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UMCI Representatives  

David Fitzgerald, Editor 

UmciNewsWash@gmail.com  

Monthly Breakfast Schedules 

Columbia Basin Area, 2nd Sun. 
Inland Northwest Area, 1st Sat. 
Okanogan Area, 1st Sat. 
Seattle/Puget Sound, 2nd Sat. 
Sedro Woolley Area, 1st Sat. 

9:00am, Bob’s Restaurant, 1807 E. Kittlestone, Moses Lake  
8:30am, Denny’s Restaurant, 6 N Pines Rd, Spokane 
8:30am, George Penner @ 509-485-1922, Call for current location  
8:00am, Denny’s Restaurant, 132 - 128th St. SW @ I-5, Everett  
9:00am, Bonnie Joe’s (Hometown Café), 818 Metcalf St, Sedro Woolley   

509-531-1942 
509-531-1942 
509-238-4677 
509-238-2341 
509-485-1922 
206-300-5034  
360-766-6603 

Kevin Besel, Othello, WA 
Kevin Besel, Othello, WA 
Charlie Crane, Spokane, WA  
John Fast, Spokane, WA 
George & Willie Penner, Okanogan, WA 
David Fitzgerald, Kirkland, WA - Temp 
Duane Wood, Bow, WA 

International Representative 
WA State & Columbia Basin Rep 
Inland Northwest Area Rep (1) 
Inland Northwest Area Rep (2) 
Okanogan Area Rep & Treasure 
Seattle/Puget Sound Area Rep 
Sedro Woolley Area Rep 

Freedom, Friendship, Food & Fun 
Our Only Business 
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